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English 3806: English Romantic Literature 
fall 1998 
Richard Sylvia 
Office: Coleman 321 
Office Hours: TR 2:00- 3:00 p.m. and by appt. 
Phone: 581-6292; 348-7890 
e-mail: cfrasra;eiu.edu 
Course Description and Design: This course is designed as a survey of the Romantic 
Period - that is, English Literature 1789-1830. Our reading will include poetry, fiction, 
drama, and non-fictional prose, so that we can get a broad view of writing from the 
period. Some writers will be familiar to you, but some may not since I have made an 
effort to include diverse materials. The goal is to read each work carefully in the context 
of some of the more important philosophical ideas, political issues, and social 
developments of the period. 
Texts: Mellor and Matlak, eds. British Literature 1780-1830 
Shelley, Frankenstein: Or. the Modem Prometheus 
Austen, Northanger Abbey and Persuasion 
Radcliffe, The Mysteries of Udolpho 
Requirements and grading: 
careful preparation of the readings listed in the syllabus 
regular participation in class discussions, including course web site - 10% 
mid-term exam - 30% 
final exam - 30% 
research project in one of the following background areas: Rights of Women; 
Slavery, the Slave Trade, and Abolition in Britain; Science and Nature; 
Aesthetic Theory and Literary Criticism - 30% 
(consultation required before Oct. l; see handout) 
Tentative Schedule: 
Aug. 25: introduction to course 
Aug. 27: BL, The French Revolution and the Rights of Man (Burke, 
Wollstonecraft, Paine), 9-28; Society and Political Economy, 85-89. 
Sept. I: Radcliffe, Udolpho, vol.2, I-VI 
Sept. 3: Udolpho, vol.2, VII-XII 
Sept. 8: Austen, Northanger, 1-16 
Sept. 10: Northanger, 17-31 
Sept. 15: BL, Edgeworth, Letters from Literary Ladies; Belinda; Barbauld, "On a 
Lady's Writing"; ''To a Lady, with Some Painted Flowers"; "On the Origin and Progress 
of Novel-Writing" 
Sept. 17: BL, Wollstonecraft, Vindication of the Rights of Women 
Sept. 22: BL, Blake, The Marriage of Heaven and Hell; The Book of Thel 
Sept. 24: BL, Wordsworth and Coleridge, Lyrical Ballads (1798, 1800) 
Sept. 29: BL, Lyrical Ballads ( 1798, 1800) 
Oct. I: BL, Wordsworth, "Ode: Intimations ... "; "Resolution and Independence" 
research project proposal due 
Oct. 6: BL, Coleridge, "Fears in Solitude"; "Frost at Midnight" 
Oct. 8: BL, Coleridge, "Christabel"; "Kubla Khan"; "The Pains of Sleep" 
Oct. 13: BL, Baille, Count Basil: A Tragedy 
Oct. 15: mid-term exam 
Oct. 20: BL, Byron, Manfred 
Oct. 22: Shelley, M. Frankenstein (1-8; vol.I) 
Oct. 27: Frankenstein (9-16; vol.2) 
Oct. 29: Frankenstein (17-24; vol.3) 
research project bibliography due 
Nov. 3: BL, Shelley, P., The Cenci 
Nov. 5: BL, Shelley, P., ''Hymn to Intellectual Beauty"; "Ode to the West Wind"; 
''England in 1819" 
Nov. 10: BL, Byron, Don Juan (Canto I) 
Nov. 12: Don Juan (Canto II) 
Nov. 17: BL, Keats, The Eve of St. Agnes 
Nov. 19: Keats, "Ode to a Nightingale"; "Ode on a Grecian Um"; "To Autumn"; 
Letters, 1261-1277 
Nov. 24, 26: Thanksgiving Recess 
Dec. I: Austen, Persuasion, vol. I, I-7 
Dec. 3: Persuasion, vol.I, 8-12 
Dec. 8: Persuasion, vol.2, I-7 
Dec. IO: Persuasion, vol.2, 8-12 
research project due 
Dec. 14-18: final exam -- date and time to be announced. 
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations, 
please contact the Coordinator of the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as son as 
possible. 
English Department Statement on Plagiarism: "Any teacher who discovers an act of 
plagiarism - 'The appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas, and/or thoughts of 
another author, and representation of them as one's own original work' Q;Ymdom House 
Dictionary) - has the right and the responsibility to impose upon the guilty student an 
appropriate penalty, up to and including immediate assignment of a grade of F for the 
course, and to report the incident to the Judicial Affairs Office." 
